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Thoughtful Language %A A5NZESih

[n the beginning of July, [ will be taking a Japanese language proficiency test (the JLPT). I've been studying for the
test for a while, and ['ve been bugging my JTEs and with my trequent grammar questions. As ['ve been studying, 1've
come to the realization that {at Icast for nonnative speakers) Japanese 1s a very thought{ul language.

R 7 H LWIZAAEHHERE 2205 TAUTY, Z0&EZATZ RIS TR DT, AAA
DUHOENLTHIZU DI ERGGEDHNZL THET, BT L25612, DadEbBEERA
P oAMAIZE ST ALRELSBEALZHEOS LS ND TG 2EE L.

In English, the main verb almaost always is found at the beginning of the sentence, and any superfluous information
follows the main verb. Because of this, it is casy for speakers to guess what the main point of a sentence is, because
we have alrcady been made awarce of what the main point is. Japancsc is the complete opposite of this, in that the main
verb comes at the end of the sentence rather than at the beginning of the sentence. While I'm surc native Japancse
speakers don't think about this, but to me it scems like you need to have your whole idea thought out before you can
start to spcak. 1 have to think out cverything that 1 want to say way in advance, or clsc [ will get the grammar wrong.
This is difficult for me, because [ have a tendency (o say the first thing that comes to mind. So this has slowed down
my speaking abilitics immensely. ['ve also run into this problem when it comes to reading.

TR TR EII LT E T TOHWIEE L O H D fiiz & U OERIEFOMEICREET, L
T, WLTMX®MM®7V¥QfmEﬁiniﬁwf\ﬁhﬁh_thf/lﬁ¢h9L
B FT AL, BEITARETEHEHIITI A TIH S LEIDERET, || AAFEEAEAFATLIE
B L2y TL X285, R, LIS HNZIE A Z 2T & TR eTiudasihnnkdic
BUsHET, sz ‘7?*|1u£) TLoh &EEZ Thnhiithid, GhikEAZ2LTLEN
FE, My ST CIMNIITa2HNAELIIEST, IR i{uﬁ?'fﬁfbth_&m
HTE., FOI f“?ﬁ‘JFf@LI/fxmmuLﬂJfD wintr & p - TindET. U &2 H (5] OB
ML EnpDET,

In English, I'm what's referred to as a “speed reader;” this means that [ can read really fast. In English, you do this by
looking at the [irst letier and the last letter of a word, and then you let your mind (1] in the rest of the letters based on
the context of the rest of the sentence. However, when | (inadvertently) do this while studying Japancse vocabulary,
I always mess up. 1 will see a kanji and think “Oh! This means this!™ and [ will choose the hiragana word that has the
first character and the last character of the word that | think it is, Howcever, because [ didn't look at the characters in
the middle, [ would choosc the wrong word, even though [ knew what the corrcet word was.

IS TIERET A EMNTEET. FHEORTERED LT EILT, L OO
7;_‘;':’: N ]0)){ f ?‘—Jm&)—fbl< ttl'j '\b D )J—[.hg_o L—g—fﬁ. L.E"l{") Uﬁl k) H’IMJHO)—F'-IHL?O)%_‘%{—C'\‘D
STLED&ENETE, Toitd g 7 E S, 'J\%fﬁfctffﬁ)ﬁ%ﬂ EREQ LTI E AT, Mo
HThRELDWZET, - Th2EATH-H THUMESEA e RAZOLTLENET,

Now, | am not saying that [ don't like studying Japanese (it is just very different (rom any language that ['ve studied,
se | have a bit of a leaming curve); if anything, studying for this test has made me be more thoughtful about the way
that | spcak Finglish, and it has helped me with my Japancsce listening, since [ have to listen to the entire sentence to
understand the main point.
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